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filamentosa is colourless when young, turns dark brown as they grow older.
Numerous sclerotia are formed scattered among the dark brown hyphae. Four
rellipsoid pale green basidiospores are borne individually on sterigmata arising
from the top of each basidium.

Leaf spot-Curvularia lunata ( Wakker )
Alternaria tenuis Boed.

Leaf spot and premature defoliation reported in India ( Varadarajan, 1966 )
causes a total loss of seed during favourable condition. The pathogen is identi-
ﬁ_ed as Curvularia lunata ( Wakker ) .

Ganguly and Pandotra ( 1962 ) reported leaf blight, but rot ( Alternaria tenuis),
and rot, powdery mildew ( Leveilula taurica ) from Jammu and Kashmir.
Further details are not available.

Bunchytop - Virus

Bunchy top virus was first reported from Gujarat during 1965-66 ( Naradarayan,
1967 ). The disease produces symptoms resemblin g those of Aster Yellow virus.
Newly formed leaves turn chlorotic, but the lower, mature ones remain unaffec-
ted, Normally dormant auxillary buds produce thin chlorotic branches.
The main stem remains stunted and inflorescence are malformed or transformed
into leafy shoots. The virus overwinters on several plants such as Cararanthus
rosea, Nicotiana tabacum, Solanum melongena and Capsicum annum grown around
the plantation. The time of appearance and the extent of the disease are depen-
dent on the insect vectors which are normally abundant just after south-west
monsoon and ‘before the onset of winter. The vectors have not been fully
established, though the moths and hoppers are the usual visitors.

Botanical name : Cataranthus rosea = Vinca rosea

Family : Apocynaceae

Plant is an evergreen undershrub 0 6-1 metre height ; leaves long, ovate to
obovate, glossy green above. Flowers are rosy or white in auxillary pairs.

A native of West Indies commonly grown in Indian gardens. The plant is used
as a remedy for diabetes particularly in Natal, also in other parts of South

Africa and in Queensland. Itisalso used in the treatment of menorrhagia -
being generally administered in the form of an infusion of the leaves. It contains

an amorphous alkaloid which acts as a heart poison. Recently serpentine has
been discovered in this plant. This plant may be a useful hypotensive drug
which can be used like Rauwolfia serpentina.
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leaf size clusing a malformed chlorotic structure. The leaves of the affected
plants clauster together and malform beyond recognition. Plants become
sterile. ;

Chlorotic stunt - a virus disease has beeza observed in India ( Zaidi er al., 1978 ).
The disease causes a yellow green mosaic followed by crinkling and general

stunting.
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